UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Northwest Region

7600 Sand Point Way N.E., Bldg. 1

Seattle, WA 98115

Refer to:
0OSB2000-0110 June 16, 2000

Mr. Tom Mudler

Chief, Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seettle Didrict
ATTN: Ms. OliviaRomano

P.O. Box 3755

Sesttle, Washington 98124-2255

Re:  Biologicd Opinion on Ridgefidd Nationd Wildlife Refuge Bank Stabilization Project (Corps
Permit 99-591) Along the Columbia River a Ridgefield, Washington

Dear Mr. Mudler:

Enclosed isthe Nationd Marine Fisheries Services (NMFES) biologicd opinion on the Ridgefidd
Nationad Wildlife Refuge Bank Stabilization Project (permit number 99-591) as described inthe U.S.
Army Corps of Engineer’s request for formal consultation dated May 19, 2000. This opinion
addresses Snake River sockeye saimon, Snake River fal chinook salmon, Snake River spring/summer
chinook samon, Upper Willamette River chinook sdmon, Upper Columbia River soring chinook
sdmon, Lower Columbia River chinook salmon, Snake River stedlhead, Upper Columbia River
gedhead, Middle Columbia River stedhead, Upper Willamette River seelhead, Columbia River chum
sdmon and Lower Columbia River sedhead and congtitutes formal consultation for these listed
gpecies. The NMFS has determined that the proposed action is not likely to jeopardize the continued
exigence of those listed species. An Incidenta Take Statement included in the biological opinion
describes reasonable and prudent measures to minimize the leve of incidenta take associated with the

proposed action.
Sincerely,

MahasO R Coon

" - William Stelle, Jr.
Regional Adninistralor
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